
THE ARTS

Coincidences abound: A harrowing experience 
as a student in Bristol led author Robert Wallace 
to write Clara’s Secret and other Bristol Mysteries. 
But the story would turn out to have parallels 
with true life and another work of fiction…
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St Mary Magdalene Church 
in Stoke Bishop, the setting 
for one of the other Bristol 
mysteries

Ph
ot

og
ra

ph
s 

©
 A

dr
ia

n 
Fo

rd



Clifton Life   47

THE ARTS

m

This is an edited extract from Clara’s 
Secret and other Bristol Mysteries by 
Robert Wallace and Adrian Ford (Tangent 
Books 2008, £12), available from Tangent 
Books, Waterstone’s, Bristol Guild and 
Amazon. Throughout October, Clifton 
Life readers can buy Clara’s Secret 
half price via www.tangentbooks.
co.uk – just quote code ‘Clife’. 

Reader offer

Dowry Square: Clara’s home 
and place of death 

With the help of the 
library, Robert pieced 
the mystery together 


